Calling all alumni!
We want to hear from you! Email
Sydney Flowers ’01, the
Director of Advancement and
Alumni Relations, at sflowers@
sterlingcollege.edu.

alumni notes

1960s

daVid behrend ’60
David attended his 17th annual ABA’s
National Conference of Lawyer Assistance Programs in Nashville, Tennessee.
He has a national practice, counseling
and guiding lawyers going through a
career and/or employment transition
(www.lawcareercounseling.com). David
will be receiving an Honorary Degree
from Sterling College at the May 2015
Commencement.
bruce watson ’65
After another trip to Vietnam, Bruce has
acquired Asian water buffalo which he
keeps with Texas longhorns adjacent to
their farm in Vero Beach, Florida. He is
going to attempt to crossbreed them with
the U.S. cattle to get a leaner meat.

1970s

hans matthes ’70
After graduating from Sterling School
in 1970, Hans went to the University of
Minnesota where he received a degree in
Studio Arts. He lived overseas for a year
and a half, and then moved to Los Angeles in 1978 where he has lived ever since.
He has been married for 25 years, has a
daughter, a dog, and a couple of exotic
birds. He works as a graphic designer and
manages the printing needs of businesses
throughout the U.S. and overseas. He
owes his love of nature and his outdoor
skills to the extreme character building
hardships of winter Bounders at Sterling
and other outdoor activities.

chris erdos ’71
Chris is still alive after a full career as
a Marine Aviator and FedEx Captain.
With those two retirements to his credit,
he is still busy as ever flying and doing all
sorts of things for fun. The photo below
is of Chris in the cockpit of his beloved
A-4 Skyhawk. With 62 years on the
odometer, he is still ready to do battle
with the latest generation of Fighter
Pilots. He still loves the great outdoors.
He has been a Park Service volunteer
for 12+ years as a Mounted Back Country Ranger. He also monitors numerous
archaeological sites for Arizona, and has
been known to cavort with the Forest
Service on occasion. He retains fond
memories of all the various camping/
hiking experiences that he enjoyed in
Vermont, notably camping on XC skies.
Hard to believe, but Tucson has the
southernmost ski area in the U.S. atop
Mt. Lemmon. It’s a short drive up the
“hill” (9200 feet) and on goes the sticks
for a quick loop around the mountain. If
there is anyone from ’71 out there, give
him a blast at A4jock@gmail.com, and
you all can swap lies! “Semper Fi!”

sam card ’79
The Smithsonian Conservation Biology
Institute in Front Royal, Virginia had a
Conservation Festival. Sam created educational posters and provided information
at a display booth to the public. One
theme was National Geographic’s 5-step
plan to feed 9 billion people by 2050 and
the consequences of industrial farming.
He explained the urgent need to protect
habitats to save biodiversity. He also had
displays about Buckminster Fuller and his
famous north-south world map and geodesic dome. Besides substitute teaching,
he helps coach high school boys’ tennis,
cross country, and debate. During this
past summer, he did some land surveying
and fixed up the exterior and yard of the
third oldest house in Berryville, Virginia
to prepare it for sale. He removed the
ubiquitous English ivy off a fence, stone
wall, and along the side of the house.
He painted the outside of the home and
turned a jungle into a yard. It was plain
hard work with great satisfaction, just
like at Sterling when he helped maintain
the cross country ski trail and took the
Woodlot Practices course. His 26 year old
niece, Kelsey Whiting Jones, taught English for a year in Malaysia as a Fulbright
Scholar. More recently, she was part of an
international Abraham Path Initiative
team, which would be a great semester
field project for Sterling students.
andy fosmire ’79
After 14 years as Executive Director of
Rural Health Projects, Inc., Andy will be
joining the Oklahoma Hospital Association (OHA) as Vice President for Rural
Health in November. Some of the duties
in this role are to be the liaison for the
rural members of OHA, work on policy
issues at the state and federal level, work
with rural communities to integrate their
health providers into sustainable systems,
and help identify needs of small, rural
hospitals and then research new service
lines/funding opportunities for them.
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1980s

mark carrera ’80
Mark graduated with honors from his
master’s program in leadership, with a
focus on positive-engagement learning
models this past spring. Currently, he
is in Maine and attending some online
classes at Kaplan University for an M.S.
degree in project management in order to
keep his brain busy as he looks for work.
He is looking at culinary schools in the
Virginia and West Virginia areas, which
model and embrace newer leadership
concepts. He believes too many culinary
schools continue to support stratification
and hierarchy in their structure of learning. He supports collaboration, diversity, innovation, and most important,
an open-systems style of development.
The teaching bug found its way to him
through the decades of project development, team training, and his grassroots
experiences at Sterling (the 1980’s seem
so long ago, yet still close to his heart).
His advice to the newest Sterling class is
to stay the course, listen and learn, there
is always something good from the bad,
and go shovel the barn when you are at
your wit’s end because it will change your
life!
laurie crawford-myers ’80
Laurie will celebrate her 25th wedding
anniversary to Michael this summer!
They are moving into the next phase of
life as empty nesters. Both of their sons,
Will and Harrison, are off on their own.
She unearthed her axe and crosscut saws
in her dad’s barn last fall. Wow, what an
instant rush of great memories…surprising ruffed grouse, walking behind Bonnie
and Red, freezing hands in leather mitts,
dipping bandanas in streams on ‘wicked’
hot days, and the lumberjack competition down by the pond. She hears from
Linda Cox, who still lives in Seattle,
Washington but is mostly off seeing
third-world countries and organic farming on an island with friends. Linda,
Laurie would like you to write an article!
Matt proft ’80 is in the newspaper a
lot because he is doing great things, like
starting up the towns composting plant.
She is wondering where Kristie Kapp is.
John bresee ’85
John is the cofounder/president of
Backcountry.com, cofounder/CEO of
Geartrade.com, and former editor of

Powder Magazine. He is raising a lovely
son in Park City, Utah. He sends his love
to everyone.
ben sawyer ’85
Ben has stayed true to his Sterling roots.
He graduated from Rehma Bible Training
Center outside of Tulsa, Oklahoma. He
worked in the ministry and for the city
for about 12 years. He then moved back
to New Hampshire a few years back and
is taking care of his elderly parent and
growing a good sized garden.

1990s

Jennifer landry ’95
Almost two years ago, Jennifer made
the great move south, well to southeast
Alaska (Gustavus). It’s a place where
she can hide her head in the sand and
listen to wolves from the porch. She is
now enjoying the relatively mild (if not
soaking wet) paradise where land and
ocean dance together daily. She misses
being able to put on skis for 7 months
of the year, but enjoys a longer growing
season and plant diversity. Larry and her
continue to wild harvest all their veggies,
fruit, and meat. They have expanded to
selling organic veggies and herbs. She
feels very blessed to live in a community
that appreciates her skills as a Clinical Herbalist and Bodywork Therapist.
She thanks Sterling for the many skills
it taught and inspired her to seek, and
thanks the folks working tirelessly for the
natural world.

Jenna Pool ’95
In September, Jenna had the honor of
co-directing a short film for the U.N.
Climate Summit 2014 Opening Ceremony in New York City. The film
accompanied a live poem recitation by
a Marshallese poet, Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner,
called “Dear Matafele Peinam” written
to her daughter. Kathy’s U.N. presentation can be viewed at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=mc_IgE7TBSY. The film
can be viewed at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DJuRjy9k7GA.
brian wright ’95
Brian was recently awarded the 2014
Kishor M. Kulkarni Distinguished High
School Teacher Award! This award was
established in 2007 through a generous
donation by Dr. Kishor M. Kulkarni, past
trustee of ASM International, and his
family to recognize the accomplishments
of one U.S. high school science teacher
who has demonstrated a significant and
sustained impact on pre-college age students. Brian is an accomplished teacher
of materials science, chemistry, and
physical science. In his 13 years of teaching, he has achieved National Board
Certification, served overseas in Turkey
as a Fulbright Exchange Teacher, and
performed original laboratory research at
both Washington State University and
Evergreen State College.
Jessica naylor ’96
Jessica has completed her first two marathons and did a Mt. Katahdin winter
summit (which reminded her of winter
camping at Sterling). She recently graduated with her master’s degree in Social
Work from the University of Maine at
Orono. She is engaged to be married in
May! And she is continuing to do counseling with adolescents and now adults.
She is wishing you all the best!
alicia flammia ’97
Alicia and her husband, Seth Andrews,
welcomed their daughter, Sadie Mae
Andrews on August 27, 2014. Everyone
is healthy, happy and feeling blessed.
They hope to take her to the Northeast
Kingdom this winter for some crosscountry skiing!
karen hills ’97
Last summer, Karen married her sweetie,
Marcus Latham, in Alaska and they had
a July reception at his parent’s place in
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Auburn, Washington. Pictured below
are the Sterling attendees: Becca (Amo)
Conklin ’98 and family, Jess (Vernay)
’00 & Nate Wilson ’97 and family,
Marion (Sikora) ’97 and Kevin Divers,
Marcus, Karen, and Scott Shope ’00 and
family. Marcus and Karen are residing in
Seattle, fixing up a 100 year old house
while she spends her days working for the
King Conservation District. She wishes
she could see so many Sterling folks every summer, and would love to hear from
any Sterling alumni who find themselves
in Seattle!

reid bryant ’00 & kimberly (carr)
bryant ’99
Reid is the Wingshooting Services Manager at the Orvis Company, oversees
the gun department, and does some
hunting product development. He is
writing a Guide to Upland Hunting,
traveling a ton, and trying to keep his
head right. In the panicky moments, he
simply thinks of smilin’ Dan Demuth
’98 and he immediately feels better.
Kim is working for the Orvis Flyfishing School as an instructor and guide,
and she is guiding independently and
hosting trips as well. She just got an
English Springer pup, so there’s a new
man in her life. She’s gotten two pics in
Field and Stream magazine in the last
year...not bad. They just bought their
first house in Dorset, Vermont, and their
door is always open. They are in close
touch with Matt Breuer ’00, of course.
Their daughters, Willa and Nell are 10
and 8 respectively. They are freckly and
beautiful. They miss Sterling, and are so
glad to see it thriving.

ner Adventure. It is 122 feet long and
built in 1926 as a Gloucester fishing
schooner which fished out of Gloucester
for 30 years. The ship is almost complete
after a long 25-year restoration. Once
fully restored, it will sail as a floating
classroom with hands-on education.
Their mission is to offer educational
programs focusing on maritime history
and culture, the fishing industry past and
present, local geography, environmental
issues, and marine studies. Lukas will be
sailing full-time by next spring.

michele Quier ’05
Michele got engaged in September to her
partner, Nate! They all moved to Bozeman, Montana and have been living it
up in the outdoors out west, and cannot
wait for winter to hit.

alyssa (remy-Powers) holmes ’03
Alyssa is raising her two girls (and
they’re raising her) on her homestead
in Brattleboro, Vermont! The biggest
news is that an opportunity came her
way last year to write a book and have
it published. The Medicinal Gardening
Handbook: A Complete Guide to Growing, Harvesting, and Using Medicinal
Herbs came out this past May through
Skyhorse Publishing. It was an overwhelming process, but she is so glad to
have done it and she is happy with the
outcome. She is grateful for her Sterling
experience that led her to herbalism.
In fact the herbalist, Barb Fahs, who
she did a Sterling project with down in
Hawaii wrote the forward! Alyssa sends
much love to all of you people.

ryan chesley ’08 & crystal hoyt ’08
Ryan and Crystal just purchased the log
cabin they have called home for the past
three years. Ryan is now a self-employed
carpenter. Crystal is the Assistant Director of the Effingham Public Library.

ian mcewen ’06
In May, Ian assumed a full time position
with Lockheed Martin’s Antarctic Support Contract as the South Pole Operations Manager. He has relocated to the
Denver area.

laura keir ’10
& Jeremy brosnahan ’09
After years of dreaming and planning,
Jeremy and Laura have started to build
a small home on a trailer—a tiny house!
They would love for you to follow their
house building adventures, so they have
a blog. Check it out at gotiny.wordpress.
com.

2000s

lukas baumgaertel ’02
Lukas is working as a member of the
building and sailing crew on the Schoowww.sterlingcollege.edu • 31
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Justin sarette ’10
Justin is working for the Forest Service
in Montana at Gallatin National Forest.
The job includes interagency staffing a
fire engine for Yellowstone National Park
and closely working with Yellowstone
Helitack crew. He is really excited to be
moving his career to a desired location.
He has also attained a Class A Commercial Driver’s License in order to keep
building his résumé.
seth holtshouser ’11
Seth just celebrated his one-year anniversary with his wife on September 28th!
ittai leVine ’11
Ittai is currently working for a program
called Pathfinders Ranch in southern
California as a Naturalist, teaching environmental education.

hannah fleischmann ’12
Hannah, along with Eric dube ’12 and
Shannon Maes ’12, is living in Tamworth, New Hampshire and loving it.
She just started a job as the Assistant
Farm Manager at the farm at The Community School (TCS), to transition
to Manager next season. Shannon is
going into her second year as a Science
Teacher there! TCS is a very small,
private middle/high school. The photo
below was taken at her veggie stand at
the Tamworth Farmers’ Market, where
Eric also sells his cider out of his handbuilt cider trailer. She hopes all is well in
Craftsbury!

erez brandVain ’13
Erez was recently hired as the Herdsman at Spring-Rock Farm in Springfield,
Vermont!
treVor ring ’13
Trevor’s garden internship at Sirius Community in Shutesbury, Massachusetts is
ending this month. This winter he will
be living in the community and creating
a Fermentation CSA (or CSF) under
the name Tringo Cultures. Members will
receive a monthly box of fermented foods
such as sauerkraut, kimchi, kombucha,
beet kvass, hot sauce, yogurt, tempeh,
natural soda, jun, and more. He is really
excited for expressing his creativity and
passion through fermentation, while
finally spearheading his own business and
utilizing the self-directed skills that he
embodies. •

eric dube ’12
Eric partnered up with a friend and they
have been expanding the hard cider business and refining their processes. Dube
Cider has turned into Dube & Robinson
LLC and they have introduced a line of
session meads to the roster. He is having
a lot of fun making booze during this
beautiful season.

Report from the Sterling Alumni Community Task Force

SAVE THE DATES
for these upcoming Alumni Events:

February 07, 2015
Alumni & Friends
Winter Rendevous,
including a 50th
Expedition anniversary
celebration!
October 2-4, 2015
Alumni Reunion Weekend

Statement of Purpose: The Sterling Alumni Community fosters opportunities for meaningful engagement to celebrate our connections and ensure the continuity of the Sterling Experience.
The Sterling Alumni Community Task Force met in September, over Reunion
Weekend, to discuss ways to catalyze alumni relations through the functions of an
association. The task force is currently comprised of six alumni, a current student, and
the Director of Advancement and Alumni Relations. The task force has been charged
with forming an organization that will foster opportunities for meaningful engagement
between former students and Sterling. The Sterling Alumni Community includes
everyone who has ever successfully completed a semester at Sterling School, Institute,
or College.
Part of this will include designing a structure for the Sterling Alumni Community
Advisory Board, which will represent the Alumni Community. The Advisory Board
will represent the Alumni Community to meet both the needs of alumni and the needs
of the College. The task force determined that Sydney Flowers ’01, as current Director of Alumni Relations, would represent the College on the Alumni Advisory Board.
In addition, we hope to have representation from each segment of Sterling’s history as
well as active, engaged participation from all who become interested. As designed by
the task force, subcommittees of the Advisory Board may include: Events, Communications, Awards, and Fundraising.
If you are interested in hearing more about this new take on Alumni Relations at
Sterling, please contact Sydney Flowers ’01 at sflowers@sterlingcollege.edu and she can
put you in touch with members of the task force. •
— Erin (Small) Lane ‘00
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IN MEMORIAM
sam russell (1927-2014)
Samuel Lewis Russell died peacefully, in Providence, Rhode Island on August 8th, 2014, surrounded by his
three children. He was 87 years old.
Sam was born in Framingham, Massachusetts on May 12th, 1927 to Lewis and Ruth Russell, and he spent his
early years in Wayland, Massachusetts where his family owned and ran Russells Greenhouses and Garden Center. In 1948 he received a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering and he used his training to construct and
expand the buildings of the Russell family business. In the mid-1950s, he became passionately involved in alpine
skiing, spending winters in Colorado and in the White Mountains as an instructor and as ski patrol. It was while
he was teaching skiing at Wildcat Mountain in New Hampshire that he met and fell in love with Polly Wedgewood Paradise. They married in 1958, forming a union that lasted until Polly’s death in 2006.
In 1963, after Sam received a degree in architecture from MIT, he and Polly moved to London where
he worked for the pioneering modern architecture firm, Fry and Drew. Upon his return to Massachusetts,
Sam signed on with the Boston firm, Goody Clancy, before embarking on a solo career in the late 1960s. He
designed and supervised construction on houses and buildings throughout rural New England for the next 40 years of his life. His
designs were marked by a modern yet rustic style that emphasized the beauty of their natural surroundings. By the early 1970s, Sam
became increasingly interested in alternative energy systems and technologies and, from the 1980s on, he incorporated innovative
energy saving components into his architectural projects.
In 1989, Sam and Polly moved to Craftsbury, Vermont. They were drawn to the region after their son Jack attended Sterling
College in Craftsbury Common. They soon became active members of the Sterling community. During the 1990s, Polly served as
the Director of Admissions and Sam designed and supervised construction on the livestock barns and the library for the college. He
also served on the Board of Trustees for a decade. In the last years of his life, Sam continued to be involved in both the Sterling and
the Craftsbury communities, supporting and advising others on their building projects, working in his extensive vegetable garden,
participating in local town hall meetings, and sharing convivial meals with his family and his neighbors on the sunny open deck of
his Vermont home.
He is survived by his brother Lewis Samuel Russell of Wayland, Massachusetts, his children, Sarah Paradise Russell of Durham, North
Carolina, Thaddeus Samuel Eaton Russell of Providence, Rhode Island, and John William Russell of Wayland, Massachusetts, and his
four grandchildren, Marguerite, Caledonia, Polly, and Curtis. A memorial service was held on Sunday, October 26 at Sterling College. •
former sterling President John deVens
Dr. John Searle Devens, 74, passed away at his home in the Copper River Valley, on June 13, 2014.
He was born in Pennsylvania in 1940, the only child of a hardworking farming couple. He grew up there and
married Sharon Snyder, his friend since childhood. They lived in various states in the lower 48 while he pursued
an education, eventually earning his Ph. D. in audiology. While in college he trained show horses, one of his
lifelong passions, becoming a nationally recognized horseman, winning many different state and national awards.
Given his horsemanship skills, he was hired as the Deputy Sheriff in DeKalb County, Georgia, mostly involved in
mounted search and rescue missions.
With an ingrained, adventurous spirit he decided to move his wife and four children to Fairbanks in 1970. The
family still tells stories of the seven flat tires and extended delays due to the washed out road. As an audiologist,
he traveled extensively for the state providing speech and hearing services in remote, northern villages.
In 1978, Dr. Devens moved to Valdez and founded the town’s only college with an endowment of $50,000 he requested from the City
of Valdez. What began in two rooms consisting of himself, a secretary, and one part time instructor, later became the Prince William
Sound Community College. After years of hard work and dedication, it became a fully accredited extension of the University of Alaska.
Dr. Devens also served Valdez in other ways, first on the City Council and then as Mayor. While Mayor of Valdez, he helped the
city navigate the turmoil of the Exxon Valdez disaster and was the driving force behind the Regional Citizens Advisory Council. He
also ran for Congress, missing only by the narrowest of margins.
Valued for his staunch advocacy and expertise in the field, Devens became influential in the areas of oil spill response and prevention on an international level. As an Alaskan pioneer and overseas representative, he was inducted into the National Geographic
Explorers Club. Upon retirement, he moved to the Copper River Valley to help his sons with the farm, hunt, fish, ride his horses, and
enjoy the country life. He will always be remembered as a courageous, dedicated, good natured, fair man, who was adventurous in
spirit.
He leaves behind and was devoted to: the mother of his children and lifelong friend, Sharon Devens; his son John Devens Jr.; his
wife Terry; their children John III, Jade, and Miles; his daughter Jerilyn Devens; her children Angela Devens and her husband Josh
Gonka, Tiffini, and Jimmy; his son James Devens; his wife Christel Ling and their children Jacob, Nicolas, Danica, Isaac and Brady;
his daughter Janis Reynolds, her husband Chris and their children Cydney and Cierra. Devens was expecting the arrival of his first
great-grandchild this January.
Dr. Devens was preceded in death by his parents, John and Laura; his aunts Grace DuBois and Alice Davenport, as well as many
treasured friends. Messages may be sent to the family at reynolds.janis@gmail.com or 5221 Rabbit Creek Rd, Anchorage, AK 99516.•
www.sterlingcollege.edu • 33

Common Voice Fall14_2a.indd 33

11/12/14 11:44 AM

horace warner strong
Horace Warner Strong, 89, of Craftsbury Common, VT, died from an accident at his home on Tuesday,
June 3, 2014. Horace was born in Marlboro, Massachusetts on February 21, 1925, and came with his parents to
Vermont in 1928, just in time for the Great Depression. Educated in the Craftsbury schools, he graduated from
Craftsbury Academy in 1943. He farmed for four years and then went to the University of Vermont, where he
graduated in 1952, after taking a year off.
He taught an exploratory course in agriculture at Craftsbury for a year and farmed with his brother Burton
until 1960. He then began teaching math and science in the Greensboro school. For a farmer to become a
teacher required many summers of additional education. He then taught in Craftsbury, where he established an
industrial arts program and was instrumental in establishing the CAPE program of physical education. He finished out teaching his fifteen years at Lamoille Union High School. Later he taught part-time for fifteen years
at Sterling College as a woodworking teacher.
In 1950, he married Ruth Esser. They had five children and enjoyed travelling and canoeing in the summers.
In 1964, he established Strong’s Canoe Yard, a shop that repaired, restored, and built cedar canvas canoes. The shop started with
fiberglass canoes, but soon saw the light and made over 125 cedar canvas canoes. The shop also taught canoe building, offering more
than 25 classes.
In 1986, he married Shirley Bruns of Latimer, Iowa. Horace and Shirley worked together in the canoe shop, and teaching classes
until his retirement in 1998. They traveled winters throughout the United States, finally wintering in Uvalde, Texas in 1997, where
they continued to live in their recreational vehicle during the winter months.
He leaves as survivors: his wife Shirley of Craftsbury Common; daughter Nancy West and husband Jim of Craftsbury; son Nathan
Strong and wife Vicky of Albany, VT; son Russell Strong of Craftsbury; daughter Lynn Calderwood and husband Ricky of Highgate;
son Matthew Strong and wife Patty of Stowe. Also, stepsons Steven Bruns and wife Karen; Mark Bruns and wife Debbie of Iowa;
stepdaughter Dee Ann Arlow and husband Steven of Alaska; brother Burton and wife Irene of Craftsbury; sisters-in-law Patty Rodemyer and husband Marvin and LaDona Roelfs and husband Keith of Iowa; and sister-in-law Jackie Campbell and husband Keith of
Alaska. Also, six grandchildren, seven step-grandchildren, one great-grandson, and many nieces, nephews, and friends.
Horace was predeceased by his parents, his sister Shirley Strong, and his grandson U. S. Marine Sgt. Jesse Strong.
Funeral services were held at the United Church of Craftsbury on Monday, June 9, 2014, with the Rev. Alan Parker officiating,
with a committal service at Craftsbury Common Cemetery, followed by a reception at Dunbar Hall on the Sterling College campus.
You can leave your memories of Horace Strong at www.sterlingcollege.edu/news-events/sterling-college-mourns-horace-strong.•

LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY
Thank you Sterling Alumni for the lovely tributes made to Horace thru the Sterling e-mail chain and for the cards that I received.
Reading your memories and how he touched your lives was so heartwarming. Some of the stories I had heard (mostly the ones about
Expedition), as he loved to relive those years he spent at Sterling.
To those of you were able to be at the Celebration of Horace’s life. . .thank you! And, whoever is responsible for placing the canoe
and paddles by the Sterling College sign. . .WOW. . .what a beautiful sight that was! Even though I don’t know many of you, I am forever grateful to you for honoring that crazy man that I/we loved.
—Shirley Strong •

In front of Hosmer Queen canoe made by Horace Strong:
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Front row, l-r: Will Ameden ‘86, Lana Hill ‘85, Amy Golodetz ‘84,
Farley Brown ‘85, Liz Poulsen ‘85, John Zaber ‘85, Greg Leech ‘86.
Back row, l-r: Former President Bill Manning and former faculty Dave
Birdsall.
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